We announce a characterization of the normal subgroups of SL(2, A) for a large class of commutative rings A including all arithmetic Dedekind domains with infinitely many units and all rings satisfying the "smallest" stable range condition (see (3.2)).
K are subgroups of a group G, [H, K] = ({h~lk~~lhk\h e H 9 k e K}).)
Actually, a similar result holds for all commutative rings when/? > 3 (see [9] ).
The group L(2, A ; /) is simply too big to provide the answer for SL(2, A); more carefully chosen subgroups of L(2, A; J) are necessary. Given an ideal / of A, a group U of units in A/J, and an additive subgroup SP of A closed under certain operations (a structure we have dubbed a "radix"), there is a canonically defined normal subgroup G(J, U, â 0 ) of SL(2, A). These subgroups are generic in the sense that for any normal subgroup N of SL(2, A), the commutator [SL (2, A) We include a sketch of the proof for the main theorem. Details of this work will appear in [5]. If A is a commutative ring, vn 2 We are now in a position to define the generic groups we promised.
(1.6) Definition. Suppose A is a commutative ring, / is an ideal in A, U is a group of units mod J, and 9 0 is a radix. Then G(/, If S is a subset of A, then C(S) is the smallest normal subgroup of E{2, ^4) containing C(x) for each 1 in 5. 
(2.2) Theorem. If A is any commutative ring and S is any subset of A, then [E(2, A), E(2, A ; S)] = C(5). In particular, [E(2 9 A),E(2 9 A)] = C{A). (2.3) Theorem. If A is any commutative ring and S is any subset of A, then [E(2, A), C(5)] = C(S). (2.4) Theorem. /ƒ* A is any commutative ring, X is an element of SL(2, A) with a unit off the diagonal, and N is an E(2 9 A)-normalized subgroup containing X, then C(A) C [E(2,
A
Consequently, if N is an E(2, Aynormalized subgroup of SL(n, A), {x\C(x) e N} is an additive subgroup of A.

THE MAIN THEOREM
In this section we apply our results for arbitrary commutative rings to rings satisfying hypothesis (i), (ii), or (iii) of (3.2).
We include one preliminary result for these rings before the main theorem. This theorem is an easy consequence of (2.2) and the work of Serre [7] , Vaserstein [8] , and Liehl [6] . 
